Follow the Shepherd, Not Other Sheep 



With this article I would like to explore division in the body of Christ 
and how we must always choose to follow the Shepherd, not the other 
sheep. I want to get into the practical, common sense aspects of it and 
try to give a bit of advice from what God has shown me. May you 
follow the guidance of the Spirit of truth in all matters. 

No Compromise 

Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the 
world is the enemy of God. 
James 4:4 (KJV) © 

The 'herd mentality' is difficult to break; man is a social being and we naturally want to associate ourselves with 
others. Yet more often than not the herd is just plain wrong. It matters not whether their ideology is politically, 
socially or religiously driven; once we lock ourselves into it a group it will always seek to control us. We want to 
live in peace with the world, but in order to live in peace we must live in compromise. We must resist the 
temptation to compromise the gospel of Christ for the sake of unity, even with those who call themselves 
Christians. It is better to be separated for the sake of truth than united in error. 

Making Choices 

And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will 
serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the 
flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the LORD. 
Joshua 24:15 (KJV) O 

Think for a moment about how you perceive yourself Many of us personally identify with our ideologies; Instead 
of stating that we hold certain views we say "I am a conservative" or "I am a Christian" as if our viewpoints 
define who we are. It is a subtle difference but worth mentioning, because when we see our beliefs as an 
unchangeable part of us it makes change very difficult. Satan uses this to great effect; to the point that some 
actually believe it is what they feel that defines who they are. A practical example of this is the gender confused 
person who believes that they can change from one sex to the other simply by mutilating their flesh to resemble 
the opposite sex. 

Inevitably how we perceive ourselves effects how we perceive others, because most of us naturally project our 
beliefs onto them So for example, to a person who defines themselves as Muslim a person that hates Islam must 
also hate Muslims. But as Christians we love the sinner and hate the sin, we make the distinction between the 
person and their beliefs and actions. 




And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And 



Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. 
Luke 23:42^3 (KJV) © 

We must never forget that we choose to serve Christ. We are not locked in to being Christians any more than 
the homosexual is locked into living their lifestyle. Whether to serve God or not is a life choice that every one of 
us makes with our free wills. And we must never forget that just as the thief on the cross we all have the ability to 
change the course of our lives instantly through the choices that we make every day. 

Examine Yourself Constantly 

And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the 
beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the 
mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first 
cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the 
mote out of thy brother's eye. 
Matthew 7:3-5 (KJV)© 

Right off the bat I want to remind each of you (and myself) that we will be judged by the intentions of our hearts. 
Not by the amount of knowledge we had, but by what we did with that knowledge that we possess. The true 
follower of Christ strives for the impossible goal of perfection. We realty cannot be perfect, yet we can have a 
perfect heart; perfect in the sense that we try to do the best we can with what we have. There are elements that 
are just beyond our control though, things like our intelligence, access to information etc. 

As such our motives when dealing with others are most important. We may be right but saying the right thing for 
the wrong reason We are all human and subject to sin. It is easy to strike out in anger, pride, jealousy or any of 
a number of other motivations under the pretense of truth. We must always share the truth in love, not beat each 
other over the head with it. Sometimes this is easier said than done. 

When contention arises in the body of Christ our first reaction should be to remove the beam from our own eye; 
that is, to make sure that it is truly 'the other guy' that has it wrong, and not us. It is only then that we should 
address the matter of contention. In some situations it may be wiser to allow another to take up the matter of 
contention with the brother or sister rather than ourselves. 

Follow the Spirit 

And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from 
the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; And Paul chose Silas, 
and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God. 
Acts 15:39-40 (KJV) © 

This verse speaks of a contention between Paul and Barnabas who were traveling companions until this argument 
arose between them about who should accompany them I would love to have been privy to this exchange, but 
reading about it today I wonder if it occurred to them at the time that it was God who had ordained they go their 
separate ways? Sometimes we have to move forward and trust the moving of the Holy Spirit in us even when it 
leads to unpleasantness and contention. If Paul or Barnabas had blindly followed the other perhaps the gospel 
would not have gotten to all the places it had to go. 



